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BARBADOS

An Act to p1
the Barbados Accreditation Counci

(a)

(b)

(c)

] assent .,

C. STRAUGHN HUSBANDS
Governor-General
17th June, 2004,

L

2004-11

ovide for the establishment of a body 10 be known as
] with responsibility for

the registration of INSHILILONS oﬁermg posi-secondary and
L d:)‘

tertiary education and programmes of stu
the accreditation of qualificarions offered in Barbados,

the examination and verificanion of Certificaies of Recognition
of Caribbean Community Skills granted 10 Communiry
nationals by their own CORNIITY for the purpose of giving & fiect
10 Article 46 of the Revised Treary of Chaguaramas, and
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(d) the granting of Certificares of Recognition of Caribbean
Communiry Skills in accordance with the provisions of the
Caribbean Communizy (Movemeni of Skilled Nationals) Act,

2004; and

Act 2004-

for related purposes.
Commence- (By Proclamation
ment.
ENACTED by the Parliament of Barbados as follows:
1. This Act may be cited as the Barbados Accreditation Council

Act, 2004

Short utle.

InLerprets- 2 In thas Act,
non

"auditor” means

(¢) a person who s a member of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Barbados and who holds a pracusing ceruficate

from that Insurute; or

- w
(b) & person recognised DY the Minister as peing suitaoly
qualified 10 be apponted 45 an auditor by reason of s knowlieage

and expenence;

vancreditation” means the process whereby the standard of

s

(@) dnmsttution; or

(b) aprogramme of study

s assessed by the Council to determine whether the msuuuon or the
programme of study should be aiven official recogninon,
“Board" means the Board of Directors established under secuar 9.

"Cerificate of Recognition” means a Certificate of Recognition of Cariboean
Community Skills issued by the Council in the form specified mn the
Third Schedule;

Third
Lehedule
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"college" means a posi-secondary or tertiary mstitution that offers a range of
programmes and grants gualifications mainly at the sub-baccalaurcate
level:

"community college" means a post-secondary or tertiary institution that offers
a wide variery of programmes geared to meet the needs of the community
in which it exists and grants qualifications mamly at the sub-baccalaureate
level:

"Comumunity national" has the meaning assigned to it in section 2 of the
Caribbean Communiry (Movement of Skilled Nationals) Act, 2004, Act 2004-

"Council" means the Barbados Accreditation Council established by
section 3; . .

"credit” means a unit of academic measurement for a prescribed course or
set of courses for which a particular gualification is awarded,;

e v

"instimation” means an institution that offers post-secondary or tertiary
educaton;

"Vinister" means the Iviimster responsible for Education;

"nolytechnic" or "“technical college” means a post-secondary or tertiary
mstitution that offers programmes that prepare graduates for technical
occupations and grants sub-baccalaureate qualifications 1 applied
disciplines;

"post-secondary or tertiary education” means education that 1s provided for
persons over the age of 16 years;

"programme of study" means a course offered by a private or public educational
instimtion as defined in section 2 of the Education Act; Cap. 41.

"re-accreditation” means the process of evaluation to determine whether an
instituiion and its programmes of study that have been accredited,
continue to mee! the recogmzed standards for acereditation;
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cap 41, 'registration” means the process outlined in Part III of the Education Act;
“techmical university" means a post-secondary or tertiary institution that offers
e graduates for technological occupanons and

programmes that prepare
grants as 1ts major qualifications, baccalaurcate and post-graduate

deorees and also conducts research with an emphasis on applied

regsearch;

act 2003 "Treaty” has the meaning assigned to it by section 2 of the Caribbear
é Community Act, 2003,

"urjversity” means a tertiary educational institution that grants as its major
qualifications baccalaureate and post-graduate degrees and conducts

pure and applied research;

“university college” means a cornprehensive post- econdary Insunon wWhich

offers arange of acadernic and applied programmes, mcluding vocauonal
and techmical education and training, assoclate degrees and Tour vear

degrees;
geessment Lo derermine

“alidaton ~means the process of evaluation after asse
whether a new course or & significantly revised course leading 1o an
award satisfies the recognised standards for that award.

There is hereby established a Councl) Lo be knowr, a: e

Estabnsh- 3. {1 l

ment O Tarpados Accreditation Council.

(%134

Zouncitl
2y The Council 1¢ a body corporate Lo which secnon 20 o e

Cap interpreiaion Act applist.

Funcuons £ Thefupcuons o e _ouncl) art w

o7 the

“oupet! . . .o~ ’ N S . . ‘
{a) register Jocal, regional and TOre1gn Dased institutions that o714y

educational courses in Barbados:
(b} maintain & record of all institutions that are regisierss
accredited by the Council pursuant to paragraph (a) anc e
educational courses offersd by those InstULIONS;




(¢)
(7)

(g)
(k)

(i)

(7)

(F)
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aceredit and re-aceredit programmes of study and institntions
operating in Barbados;

provide for the validation of new educational courses and
programmes of study being offered by institutions operating In

Barbados;

promote a programme of accreditation and registranon;

advise on the recognition of foreign based institutions and their

awards;

B

develop and maintain a unified system.of credits for mstimtions;

establish relationships with national, regional and international

v

accreditation bodies:

provide advice on the process and requirements of accreditation
and related matters including the conferral on instinutions of titles
such as, "university”, "university college”, "college”, "polytechnic”,
"community college”, "techmical college” or "technical umiversity”;

~('
enhance the quality of post-secondary and tertiary education and
training in Barbados by
(i) conducting research, and providing training for instinttions;
and
(i) disseminaring information ascertained from any research
conducted;
provide to the public, mformation on the guality and recognition of
programmes of study and institutions, including the annual
publication of a List of aceredited programmies and msuuLions 1m
order Lo protect the mtereste of the public;
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(1)
(m)
(n)
(0)
ac. 2004-
(p)
(g)
powers of .

BARBADOS ACCREDITAT

1ON COUNCIL ACT, 2004 -11

determine the equivalency of programmes andgualifications as
compared with those referred 1o in the framework established for

the Caribbean Commurty as set oul in the "Procedures and
Guidelines for the Regional Mechanism for Accreditation,

Equivalency and Articulation”, apublication compiledby the Tertary
1evel Institutions Unit of the University of the West Indies and

accepted by the members of the Caribbean Community;
lating to the prospectuses of

receive complaints T¢
thorised under this

institutions and take any appropriate action au
Act in respect of the mettutions;

examine and verify Certificates of Recognition 1ssued 0 &
Cormmunity nadonal;

grant Certificates of Recognition in accordance with sections 6(. ;
and 7 of the Caribbean Community (Movement of Shilled

Nationals} AcL. 2004
discharge such other related functions as the Wiinistermay assign
to the Council; and
do all other things as are necessary Lo ensure the efficient discnarge
of 1ts funcuons.

secion 4. the Counct shiall

In the exercise of 115 functions under sec

e Counsc have the pov\/ey e

\

()

(b)

undertake assessments and ev aluations of programmes o7 Stuay
and educational instiutions on their own initiative OF I CO-0BErauor
with other bodies as may from ume time pe comsideres
necessary for the discharge of 1ts functions;

establish the requirements that institutions must satisfy 1o order t
be registered with the Council, or have thelr programmes

acoredited, re-accredited by the Council;
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(¢) advise the Minister on the registration of Institutions that operale

under this Act;

(d) determine with the approval of the Minister of Finance, the fees
to be charged under this AcLi connection with the exercise of 1L

functions;
receive with the permission of the Minister grants and other

payments; and

(¢)

erson.to hold-honorary office 1n connection with the

(f) appointanyp
Council and to maintain the services of that person.

6. Aninstitugonmay be exemptby the Council from undergoing the
accreditation process required by the Council where that institution satisfies

the Council that an internal or independent assessment exercise has been
undertaken by persons who are qualified to assess the institotion,

7. (1) The Councilmay withdraw any approval, Tecognition or title
granted {0 01 conferted upon an instimtion or programme of study for reasons
which the Council may deem to be good and sufficient mcluding
(a) the failure of an instimtion or its programmes of study to meet the

standard required by the Council after undergoing a ré-

accreditation process; or
(b) failure of an instirution to provide the Council with requested
information relating to its STuCLIre or to the programmes o study

offered.

(2) Where the Council makes 2 determination to withdraw any
approval, TECOZNILIon OF title granted to or conferred upon any institution, the
Council shall give writien reasons for 115 decigion; and that InsHrution may
appeal in accordance with the provisions of section 23,

v

Exemption
of institu-
tions.

Withdrawal
of
appfoval,
Tecognilion
or title?
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8
Examina- 8. (1) The Council shall examine and verify the Certificates of
wor of Recognition of Community nationals who enter Barbados and seek

Certificates
of employment pursuant to the provisions of Article 46 of the Treaty.
Recogni- |

non ) )
(2) A Community navonal shall pursuant to section 4(2)(c) of the

et 2006 Caribbean Community (Movemenr of Skilled Nationals) Act, 2004
() apply to the Mimister for a Certificate of Recognition iri the form

Second set out in Part T of the Second Schedule: and

Schedule
(b} pay the application fee setout in PartII of the Second Scheduls

(3)  Where the Council 1 satisfied that the Community national referred
10 m subsection (1) satisfies the requirements for recognition as a Community
national pursuant to section 6(1) of the Caribbean Community (Movement
of Skilled Nationals) Act, 2004, the Counci) shall so inform the Minster
and the Council shall issue a Certificate of Recognition (o the Commurity

Azt 2004-

nanonal. N
(4) The Certificate of Recognition referred toin subsection (3 ) snall
be 10 the form set out in the Third Schedule.

Thire
seneduie
®

9. (1) Thereisestablished aBoard of Directors of the C8uncil that

Estabiish
g‘f"r‘u "Of, shall be responsible for the execution of the policy of the Council and for the
3 0a i R S . . .

Duectors general administration of the Council.

. 7Y
=yrst }

Semeawle e Board and otherwise in relanon thereto.

The First Schedule has sffect with respect Lo the consutution of

(“/

remunera 10, The Council shall pay to each Director such remunerabon and
non of
recon

allowances, if any, as the Minister determines.

Ersqualils 11. A person is not qualified for appOINOMENT & & Director wherene

savon of ¢ amployed by the Council.

. 5e
Dhrectors
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12. (1) There shall be established a Secretariat to the Council that
shall be responsible for the admimistration and management of the accreditation

programme.
(2)  The Council may contract the services of professional persons
where il is deemed necessary to ensure the efficient functioning of the
Secretarial,

13. (1) Where a public officer is seconded or transferred from a
le office within the meaning of section 2(1) of the Penstons Act to
service with the Council, his service with the Council shall,

pensionab
therwise decides, count for pension under that

perform any
unless the Governor-General 0
Act as if the officer had not been so seconded or transferred.

(2) Where _

(a) apublic officer is transferred to an office in the service of the

0

[ Council; or

(b) an officer of the Council 15 transferred to an office in the public

service,

L . . v ; .
the Pensions Act shall apply to ham as 1 hig service with the Council were
other public service within the meaning of that Act, and the Pensions

Regulazions, ] 947 shall apply to him accordingly.

(e
[
l-—i)

o] — R VRSP AU 5 i pseca g ki A I
(3) Except where the Board may otherwise decide, & peroc
of avoest 1 Years

L il e L.

secondment siall not e

Establish-
men! of
Secretarial
and
appoini-
ment of
officers.

Other staff.

Cap. 25.

Cap. 25.

S.1. 1947
No. 20.



The funds and resources of the Council shall comprise

Funds and 14.

resources

of the )

Council. (a) suchmoneys asmay be appropriated by Parliament,

(b} moneys arising from grants or donations:

all moneys payable to the Council for or in connection with the carrying

(¢)
out of its functions; and
(d) all property and assets acquired by the Counci] with the approval of
the Minister.
Apphica: 15, The funds of the Council shall be applied towards
ton of
funds L _ - ) o
(¢) the paymentof salaries, fees, allowances, gratues, pensions or similar
benefits to persons employed or formerly employed by the Council;
(b) the paymentof remuneration, fees and allowances of  members of
the Board and members of committees established by the Board:
(¢) the capital and operatng expenfes, including maintenance and
insurance of the property of the Council; and
(d) the meetng of obligations and the performance of any of the funcuons
of the Council and matters incidental thereto.
Borrowme 16. The Council may, with the approval in wriung of the Minister
Nt OF any person

responsible for Finance. borrow money from the Gove:
bv way of loan. overdraft or otherwise upon such terms with respect to the
borrowing, issue. transfer and mterest as the Minister approves for

POWETS

(e the provision of working capital; o7

‘b the performance of the funcuons of the Councii under this Ac.



17. (1) The Government may gnarantee in such manner and on such  Guaraniec.
conditions as Parliamen! thinks fit,

(a) therepa ymef)l of any loan to the Council; and

(b) the payment of interest charges or any other charges in respect of
that loan.
(2)  Subsection (1) does not apply to a sum borrowed from the

Government.
18. The Council shall be exempt from the payment of stamp duty, Exemption
from 1ax.

corporation tax, custom duty, value added tax and all other taxes, charges,
levies and imposts on its income or profit or on assets which it acquires for its
OWI LISE.

19. (1) The Council shall keep proper recérds of 1ts accounts and Accounts
and audit.

transactions and those accounts shall be andited annually by an auditor
appointed by the Council with the approval of the Minister.

(2) The Auditor-General may at any time, and shall on the direction of
the IMinister responsible for Finance, carry out an'investigation or audit of the

accounts of the Council,
-
Annual:-

20. (1) The Council shall within 6 months of the snd of each
financial year submit to the Board for consideration and transrmission to the "eport
MMiinister areport dealing generally with the activities of the Council during
the preceding year.

(2) The report referred to in subsection (1) shall contain such
mforrnation relating to the operations and policies of the Council as.the Minister
may require.

(3) The Mimster shall lay a copy of the report referred. to in
subsection (1) before Parliament.

21. (1) Anmstitation must be registered with the Council 1n order 1o Registra-

tion, and

be recogmised by the Council. :
aceredita-
Lton.
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i
(2) Animstitution may seek accreditation from the Council in respec
of
(@) its operation as an educational institution; and
(b} each of its programmes of study.
(3) Where the Counci! approves the accreditation of an 1nstitution
referred to in subsection (1), the mstitution shall be registered by the Council.
(4)  Where the Council grants accredited status to an institution or Lo a
programme of study at that institution, the Council shall
(a) publish the name of that institution or programme of study in the
Official Gazene within one menth of the grant of that stats: and
(b) annually publish in the Official Gazerte a list of accredited
programmes and nstitutions pursuant to section 4(%).
Ofience: 22, (1) Anpofficer of the Council who communicates or reveals
(¢)  any information, thing or matter concerned with orrelated 1o the
operations of the Zounci;
© i ©
(b) any information. advice or ODINION given Dy the Soarc or any
commiitse
fafthe Tounsi o Zoart

10 2NV DETSON [0 WIOTT: [ 26 DG 2lthorizec on behal!s

1 56 communicate or reveal 15 guilry of an offence.

A officer of the Counci who obtains, reproduces or retains in e

.
1TEC L0 1D

{)

puSSESSION any Information. matter, thing, advice or OpInIon refe

ubsection (1) which he is not authorised on benalf of the Council to 5o
1 guilty of an offence.

10

obtain, reproduce or retain In fis pOssESsIOn
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(3) A persop who contravenes subsections (1) or (2) 1¢ liable on
summary conviction Lo & fine of $25 000 or 1o imprisonment for 4 term of
2 vears.
(4) Where it i proved that an instituion has misrepresented Lo the
public the recognition accorded to it, 1o tg courses or awards, every director
or manager o the institution is liable on summary conviction o a fine of
100 000 or to imprisonment for a term of 3 years or to both.

23. (]) An élppﬂﬂ] from Appeal.
any decision or action of the Council regarding the assessment of

(a)

COUrses;

the accreditation or registration of instituons; or

(b)

(c) the withdrawal of approval, recognition or title granted to or
conferred upon any instifution referred to 1n section 7(2)

L

shall be heard by the Minister.
(2) Apappeal from the decision of the Minister under subsection (1)

shall be to a Judge in chambers.

24, (1) Aninstiration that is lawfully performing its function at the Transi-
commencement of this Act shall, for a period of 6 months thereafter, be tional

desmed to be authorised to continue to perform its functions.

(2)  Where approval in respect of any instiuion wasnot granted before
the commencement of this Act and that institution wishes to operate on or
afier the commencement of this Act, the Instimiion shall be required to regLster
with the Council within 6 months of the commencement of this Act.

13
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i4
(3) The Council shall, on the application of an institution to have a
programme of sudy accredited, make 1ts decision with respect to that approval
within 6 months of the date of the application.
Review:. 55 The Minister shall undertake a review of the Council every
3 years to determine its effectiveness and efficiency.
Regulations. 26. (1) The Council with the approval of the Minister may make
regulations generally for the purpose of giving effect to this Act.
(2) Regulations made under this Act are subject to negative resolution.
Amendment 27, The Minister may by Order amend any of the Schedules Lo the
of Act.
Schedules
Commence- 80 This Act comes into operation on a date to pe fixed by
mant Proclamanon.

£

«®
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FIRST SCHEDULE
(Section 9(2))
Board of Directors

Constitution, Functions and Procedure of the

L () The Board of the Council shall comprise Constitu-
tion of
(a) 7 persons appointed by the Minister by instrament In writing as follows: Board.

i) two representatives of the Ministry of Fducation with at least ten
education,

years £Xperience in tertiary

(i)  one human resource management professional;

one TEpresentatve from the employers’ organization; and

(1)

w (iv) two persons, at the Minister's discretion;

(b) theHead of the Public Service and the Executive Director, e officio; and

who shall be chosen by the Directors from amongst
o

[¢) a secretary,

14

themselves.
2)  The Minster shall appoint a Chairman and Deputy Chairman from among
the Directors.
2. (1) A Director shall hold office for 2 period of 2 years and shall be  Tenure.

eligible for reappoinmment.
(2) Where a vacancy is created by the death, resignation or removal from
office of 2 Director, a person may be appointed 1n accordance with sub-paragraph (1)

1o fill that vacancy.
Resignation

Chuairman may al any time resign his

finister and upon the daic of of Chair-
i em map and

AiTInAD CEASES  Direcior.

(1) The Chairman or Deputy
[ in writing addressed to the N
1ch instrument the Chairman or Deputy Ch
and a member of the Board.

3.
office by Instrumen
recsipl by the Viimster of s
10 be Chairman or Deputy Chairman






